
Afternoon of music at
River Station March 25
Jennifer Kara & No Brakes, Blue Plate
Special, Steve Blake & The Swing Commandos,
Cold Feat, Robert Stump
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The HVBA is proud to present five bands at
our annual fundraiser on Sunday afternoon
March 26 from 1 to 5PM.  For the second
year, the show will be held in River
Station's stunning upstairs dining room,
which offers sweeping views of the Hudson
River, bluffs and both historic bridges.

Admission is $15/$10 for HVBA members.
Kids are free. Food and drink will be
available from River Station's menu, so
come hungry and leave happy.  We thank
River Station for providing use of their
dining room and hope you'll enjoy a late
lunch or early dinner there.

Jennifer Kara & No Brakes

At last year's fundraiser, Jennifer Kara,
daughter of No Brakes' mandolinist Frank
Kara, stole the show when she sat in for a
few tunes with the band.  This year, Jennifer
gets well-deserved top billing.

No Brakes is a popular local group with a
big-time sound.  Their many fans have caught
their gigs at The Dutchess County Fair, Bodles
Opera House, and the Willow Creek and
Greenville bluegrass festivals.  In addition to
Jennifer, the will band feature Frank Kara
(mandolin), Eric Spaulding (guitar), Gary
DiGiovanni (banjo), Andy Bing (dobro,
mandolin), and Rusty Boris (bass).

continued on page 3

Blue Plate Special

Blue Plate Special plays a blend of American
roots music featuring strong three part
vocal harmonies, mixed with the acoustic
sounds of accordion, banjo, fiddle, guitar,
mandolin, and upright bass. Members
include Dave Gross, Jay Friedman, Tom
Wise, and Dan O'Dea.

Two of the cuts from their CD “Nowhere
Fast”are included in documentaries. The
PBS series “The Appalachians” featured the

Jennifer Kara fiddles with No Brakes
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Jamboree goes
electronic!

Sign me up!
Hudson V alley Bluegrass Association

Message from the President
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This, Number 44,  will be our last paper issue of
Jamboree. Instead of receiving your Jamboree in the
mail, you'll be receiving an "electronic newsletter" linked
to a new and improved website, which is already up and
running.  Do you already are receive emails from the
HVBA? If not, send me your email address at
hvba@optonline.net

This improvement in the delivery of information to you
provides many benefits.  First, you'll never lose the
paper copy (of course, if you like the paper copy, you
can print a pdf version from the site).  Second, the
information you want will always be a mouse click away.
Also, we'll  be able to update content on a more
frequent basis. Finally, it will save the HVBA money that
we can put to better use programming bluegrass
concerts.

Providing news and information online will enable to
keep your dues at the $10 level and we will be able to
use our (really, they're yours) resources to produce
more concerts.

I hope you've enjoyed reading Jamboree just as much
as I have publishing it.  Now, we look forward to serving
you better with the same information -- online. I hope
you'll still submit articles, gigs, band news etc. that we
can convey to our members and the rest of the world
via the world wide web.  Also we hope to hear from you
about the type of information you'd like to see on the
website.

Special thanks to Jake Albert for retooling our website.
The new look improves our image to the rest of the
world and will provide more information to you, our
members, in an efficient, cost effective manner.

Mar 25: Banjo Dan & The Mid-Nite Plowboys at
St. Mark’s Church, Newport, VT, 4PM

March 30: BEYOND BLUEGRASS! Rani Arbo and
Daisy Mayhem at in Whippoorwill Hall at North
Castle Library8PM ($20 adults $10 seniors &
students) Tickets available at Framings (914)
273-4242 or at the door
March 30: Abigail Washburn (benefit concert
featuring the Chinese-American traditional
roosts music) at Hilltop Hanover Farm, 1271
Hanover St., Yorktown, NY; $25; 7:00 PM email:
somethinggooditw@aol.com or 914 217-9249

Mar 31: Too Blue at Connecticut Audubon
Society, Glastonbury CT; CAS, 161 Main St.,
Glastonbury. (860)633-8402 7:30 pm. $12. CAS
members receive $1 off, childr en under 12 are
half  price. Proceeds to benefit educational
programs at CAS. www.ctaudubon.org
Apr 1:  Doc Watson w/ David Holt & Abigail
Washburn at Troy Savings Bank Music Hall 8PM
$29/$26 www.troymusichall.org

Apr 1: Hunger Mountain Boys at Peterborough
Folk Music Society, Harrisville, NH 7PM

Apr 7: Hunger Mountain Boys at Cafe Lena,
Saratoga Spgs, NY 8PM

April 13: Too Blue at Liquid Lunch (2nd Fri
each month), Listening room, coffees & lite fare.
BYOB. 7:00 - 9:30 PM 434 Howe Ave. in
downtown Shelton, CT. www.toobluemusic.com
Apr 13:  IIIr d Tyme Out at The Emelin Theater,
8PM, $32, Mamaroneck, NY www.emelin.org

Apr 21: Tim O'Brien with Marc Douglas
Berardo at The Towne Crier, Pawling, NY

April 21: Northern Lights at Fir st Universalist
Church, Main St., Essex, MA, 8PM, 978-768-
7056, $15, One World Coffeehouse.
April 28: Northern Lights at The Mainstay, Main
St.,  Rock Hall, MD, 8PM, 410-639-9133,
www.rockhallmd.com/mainstay, $15.

Apr 28: Banjo Dan & The Mid-Nite Plowboys at
St. Albans, VT, Maple Festival
April 30: Northern Lights at Kennedy Center
Millennium Stage, Washington, DC 6PM,
www.kennedy-center.org/millennium,  free.
May 6: No Brakes at Philipstown Concerts, First
Presbyterian Church of Philipstown, 10
Academy St., Cold Spring, NY. 3PM Admission
free. 845-265-3220.
May 11: James Reams & The Barnstormers at

The Good Coffeehouse Music Parlor, Brooklyn, NY
May 10-11: Banjo Dan & The Mid-Nite
Plowboys at The Sawyer Memorial, Greene,
Maine. 7 PM on Thursday and Friday evenings,
and 2 PM Friday afternoon.
May 11: Too Blue at Liquid Lunch (2nd Fri
each month), Listening room, coffees & lite
fare. BYOB. 7:00 - 9:30 PM 434 Howe Ave. in
downtown Shelton, CT. www.toobluemusic.com
May 12: Banjo Dan & The Mid-Nite Plowboys
at The Wayside Theatre, Dexter, Maine, 7 PM
May 18: Banjo Dan & The Mid-Nite Plowboys
at Kingdom Coffeehouse, East Charleston, VT,
at North Woods Center, 7 PM.
May 20: Northern Lights at Brooklyn
Waterfront Museum, Brooklyn, NY
June 8: Too Blue at Liquid Lunch (2nd Fri each
month), Listening room, coffees & lite fare.
BYOB. 7:00 - 9:30 PM 434 Howe Ave, Shelton,
CT. www.toobluemusic.com
June 16: Too Blue at Westchester Bluegrass
Club, Purdys, NY Lake Purdys Clubhouse, 33
Lake Way, Purdys, NY. Jam: 7PM; Open Mic:
8PM; Too Blue: 9PM $8 Info & directions:
www.banjoben.comwestchester_bluegrass_club.htm
June 22: James Reams & The Barnstormers at
Celebrate Brooklyn, Brooklyn, NY
June 22-24: The Stillhouse Rounders at Old
Songs Festival Altamont, NY  www.oldsongs.org
July 13: Too Blue at Liquid Lunch (2nd Fri each
month), Listening room, coffees & lite fare. BYOB.
7-9:30PM 434 Howe Ave, Shelton, CT.
July 16-19: Dr. Banjo's Bluegrass Jam Camp,
Copake, NY www.drbanjo.com
July 19-22: Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival, with
Dry Branch Fir e Squad, Sam Bush, Nickel
Creek  Sparrow Quartet (Abigail Washburn,
Bela Fleck, Casey Driessen, Ben Sollee), Marty
Stuart & His Fabulous Superlatives, Peter
Rowan & Tony Rice Quartet, Uncle Earl, Pete
and Joan Wernick, Biscuit Burners, and more
Ancramdale, NY www.greyfoxbluegrass.com
July 21: Too Blue at the Millbrook bandshell,
bring lawnchairs. Time TBA. Free, Millbr ook, NY.
July 27-28: James Reams & The Barnstormers
Norwich Family Bluegrass Festival, Norwich, NY

Aug.3, 4, 5: Too Blue at “Bluegrass In
Greenville”  Bluegrass Festival, Greenville NY,
2nd annual bluegrass festival.
www.freeholdaviation.com/bluegrass7.htm

BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED!

On another note, the HVBA Board needs help -- more
Board members and people to run as officers.

As for me, I will be looking to step down as President in
November and hope someone will step forward to move
the HVBA ahead with fresh ideas.  Don't assume that
someone else will. It's up to you.

Please email me at hvba@optonline.net to be
nominated to the Board and/or placed on the ballot in
November's election.

Jeff Anzevino
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Music and Dance Scene
MAD Scene is provided as a service to HVBA members and bands.
Play it safe! Call before you go.

List your event by sending pertinent details to hvba@optonline.net
Ongoing Jams, Dances, Gigs etc.

More Music!!

Mar 16: Hunger Mountain Boys at Night Eagle
Cafe, Binghampton, NY 8PM

Mar 16: Walt Michael & Co. featuring Evan
Stover & Tom Wetmore at The Towne Crier,
Pawling, NY

Mar 17: Hunger Mountain Boys at Joe's Pub,
New York, NY 7PM

Mar 17: St Patricks Day Special with The Clancy
Brothers at The Towne Crier, Pawling, NY

Mar 17: Northern Lights at Mansfield, MA,
Orthodox Congreg. Church, 17 West St., 8p,
508-699-8122, www.rosegardenfolk.com, $16
adv., $18 door, split bill w/Jake Armerding
Band.
Mar 18: Northern Lights at Woods Hole
Community Hall, Water St., Woods Hole,
MA,7PM, 508-540-0320, www.arts-cape.com/
whfolkmusic, $12, discounts for members,
seniors & children.

Mar 18: Karan Casey at The Towne Crier,
Pawling, NY

March 18: Banjo Dan & The Mid-Nite Plowboys
at Dakin Farm, Ferrisbugh, VT, on Rt 7, 1-4 PM.
Mar 24:Too Much Fun at Sharpe Reservation
11AM-2PM (845) 896-5910
Mar 25:  HVBA Fundraiser with Blue Plate
Special, Jennifer Kara & No Brakes, Steve Blake
& The Swing Commandos, Cold Feat, Bob Stump
at River Station, 1 North Water Street,
Poughkeepsie, NY 1-5PM; $15/$10 members

2nd & 4th Wednesdays of each month:  HVBA Jam at
Pirate Canoe Club, Poughkeepsie, NY 6-10 PM (845)
691-6784

Every Friday:  Jammin' at the Legion Hall, Marcellus,
NY; (315) 673-2329 or 1844

Every Monday:  Bluegrass night at Parkside Lounge, NYC

Every Monday:  The Alphabet City Opry at The
Parkside Lounge,  Houston St. betw.  Ave A &  B in
Manhattan; 9 PM

Every Monday:  Irish Folk Session at The Baggott Inn,
Manhattan

Every Monday:  Riverbank Banjo Band, Umberto's,
Poughkeepsie, NY

Fir st Monday: ABL Jam at The Parting Glass, Saratoga
Springs, NY 7PM

2nd Tuesday of Each Month: North East Bluegrass
Jam, Malt River Brewing Co., Latham NY, 8 PM, (518)
489-2369

4th Tuesday of Each Month:  Jam at Lark Tavern,
Albany, NY (518) 489-2369

Every Wednesday:  Minetta Creek Band, Carpos, New
York City (212) 353-2889

Every Wednesday:  Bluegrass & Good Times Jam with
host Sheriff Bob at The Baggot Inn, Manhattan 9 PM

2nd & 4th Wednesday:  Warren Academy, Warrren,
CT 7 PM (201) 868-7659

Every Thursday:  Bluegrass Clubhouse with Saturday
Night Bluegrass Band at Colony Cafe, Woodstock, NY
7:30PM

1st Saturday of Every Month:  Jam hosted by Roger
Sprung , United Methodist Church, Sandy Hook, CT
(203) 426-5243 (NOT IN JULY OR AUGUST)

1st Saturday of Every Month:  Open Mic/Bluegrass/
Folk Jam; Unitarian Church; Rock Tavern, NY (845)
496-0771

1st Saturday of Every Month:  Contra Dance at St.
Philips Church Parish House, Route 9D, Garrison, NY
(845) 265-4011, 265-7201, 265-0032

2nd Saturday of Every Month (Oct-May): Walkabout
Clearwater, White Plains, NY (845) 242-0374
www.walkboutclearwater.org

3rd Sat. of Every Month: Restoration Coffee House
Open Mic; Old Dutch Reformed Church, Bloomingburg,
NY; 7 PM; (845) 647-6491

3rd Saturday of Every Month: Hudson Valley Folk
Guild Poughkeepsie Chapter, (845) 297-6372

Every Other Saturday: (Old Time only!!) Thady Con’s
Pub NYC; (212) 688-9700

Every Sunday: Woodstock Jam at Catskill Mtn Pizza
1PM (845) 679-7969

Every Sunday: Bluegrass Session at Paddy O’Reilly’s
Bar, 4 PM; NYC (718) 884-5721

Every Sunday: Club 9C in Manhattan 5 PM - ???;
(212)-358-0048

4th Sunday:  Finger Lakes Bluegrass Monthly Jam 2-8
Pm at the Ontario County Arts Council, Canandaigua,
NY (716) 396-0087 or 924-3117

HVBA Spring Fundraiser continued from page 1

Cold Feat

title cut Nowhere Fast.”  Jay’s song
Bluebird of Happiness appeared
in the documentary fr om
Academy Award-winnin g
filmmaker Bill Couturié, “Into the
Fire,” which aired on the History
Channel last October.

Robert Stump

Robert Stump has been creating
original music and performing
covers in various local and
regional country bands on and
off for twenty years. His early
musical experiences came from his grand
father, an old vaudeville actor musician,
who loved country music and kept Robert's
guitar in tune.

Recently Robert has been making trips to
Nashville to try and find a home for some
of his songs. Playing open mics such as the
famous Bluebird Café and meeting and
learning from other songwriters has helped
him raise the bar on his compositions.

Lately, he has been writing a lot of songs
about vanishing America. The concept for
the Americana Project started to reveal
itself. North Country Public Radio will be
recording session of this material in July.

Steve Blake and The Swing Commandos

The Swing Commandos are eclectic move
seamlessly from Swing, Standards, Jazz,
Country, Rock, Blues, and, on occasion,
even a little Latin.

Steve Blake was an original member of
“Dickie Doo & the Don’ts”. In 1958 he had
the number 28 billboard hit in the USA
with “Click Clack.” Steve has entertained in
Australia, New Zealand, Jamaica, Canada,
and Alaska as well as more than 40 other
states in the USA. He plays bass, guitar, and
handles most of the vocals.

Joe Ricciardi is an extraordinary guitarist.
Joe was recently inducted into the
Connecticut Country Music Hall of Fame.

Ed Schaffer has been playing for over 40
years. His musical background began as a
guitarist in a rock band during his
undergraduate studies at Cornell
University in NY. His transition to the
mandolin led him to embrace swing, jazz
and bluegrass.

Doug Mathewson (dobro and vocals)
grew up listening to country/w estern,
swing and standards. He was a jazz
drummer and a rhythm guitarist until
four years ago when he started playing the
dobro.

Cold Feat

Cold Feat is a traditional acoustic Bluegrass
band from the mid-Hudson Valley region of
New York. They promote the acoustic sound
and play a variety of old favorites covering
the repertoire of Bill Monroe, Flatt &
Scruggs, traditional fiddle tunes and a few
original compositions thrown in for good
measure.

The Band consists of Dave Angell (mandolin)
Dave Cobb (guitar), Mary DeBerry (bass),
and Roy Coates, (banjo).
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HVBA News Briefs
Jim Conklin Fundraising success

Thanks to all who attended, the musicians who
played and those who contributed to the
successful fundraising concert held last
October to benefit The Jim Conklin Fund.
Special thanks to Mira Fink and her band Too
Much Fun and Ambrose Verdibello for putting
together a band.  Nearly $4,000 was raised-
- as were Jim's spirits.  Jim is recovering nicely
and -- hopefully -- may be able to resume
work in April.

Northern Lights a Quintet

Northern Lights is now a quintet. Banjo
player Dave Dick has left the band to play
with his brother Bob in Blackstone Valley
Bluegrass, and joining Bill Henry, Ben
Demerath and John Daniel are two new
young band members:

Joe Walsh (Cambridge, MA) on mandolin &
vocals. Joe is the first student ever to be
admitted to Berklee College of Music to
study mandolin, and he has shared the
stage with such great musicians as Bela
Fleck, Earl Scruggs and Ricky Skaggs. Chris
Thile says, “Some of the better tone I’ve
ever heard."

The Hunger Mountain Boys most recent effort
is appropriately named "Three."  It is both their
third CD and also marks their first as a trio with
the addition of bassist Matt Downing (to band
founders Teddy "Tetlow" Weber and Kip
Beacco.)  Matt's doghouse bass rounds out
the Boys' sound, driving the beat and giving
Kip and Teddy a chance to spread their wings.

This group continues as one of my personal
favorites on the circuit.  Not surprisingly, they
are in demand and keeping busy in 2007
touring  the nation, including Silver Dollar City
in the Midwestern country capital of Branson,
Missouri and even "crossing the pond" to the
UK.

Three boogies right down to business with a
blazing (Doc) Watsonian flatpick intro and
Hiccup Remedy Blues. Next, Teddy slides into
the swinging I've Got the Blues Mary.  This
sound foreshadows much the balance of the
recording and appears to reflect an evolution
in the band's sound.  With their first two CDs
amongst my favories, how could they possiby
sound better? Teddy had taken up the
resophonic guitar.

I was delighted the first time I heard Teddy
play Steel Guitar Rag on his metal-bodied,
square necked National reophonic gutar.  I
believe this was at Grey Fox in 2005.  The
slide must agree with him because it's featured
throughout Three.

 The slide kick offs on No Phone No Tone, The
Blues Is Back Again and, of couse Steel
Guitar Rag make the hair stand up on the back
of my neck.  And that's a good thing!

Those concerned that the fiddling and
mandolin playing are playing second fiddle,
fret not.  There's plently here for you, too.
Grapevine Twist and Hacksaw come straight
off a 1930s Appalachian front porch through
your eager ears and starts your happy feet a-
tapping.

Mount St. Helens provides mournful,
contemplative relief from the album's energy
with an original, modern day song of tragedy.

Most tunes rollick in a freewheeling style. The
lyrics are clever.   Scatterbrain Mama is

Three
Hunger Mountain Boys

Hiccup Remedy Blues
I've Got The Blues Mary
Departure Day
Take Me back To Your

Little Nest
Hacksaw
Frankie & Johnny
No Phone No Tone
Mount St. Helens
The Blues Is Back Again
Steel Guitar Rag
Scatterbrain Mama
Grapevine Twist
Show Me The Way To Go Home

www.hungermountainboys.com

Mike Barnett (Longmeadow, MA) on fiddle
& vocals. Mike is 17 and already has played
with the Gordon Stone Band and toured
with Jesse McReynolds, including dates on
the Grand Ole Opry. He is the youngest
instructor ever to teach at the Fiddle School
at Vanderbilt University (at age 15), and he
put out his own CD in 2004.

Musical Taste Budds

Taste Budds Cafe in Red Hook, NY hosts live
music on Friday nights and Saturday
afternoons.  They hire Bands/musicians twice
monthly and pay small stipend of $50, plus
food and drink. The proprietor, Dan Budd is
a big Bluegrass fan and has been vending at
Grey Fox for about seven years.  You probably
have tasted their treats at Taste Budd’s
Gourmet Chocolate and Coffee.

Taste Budds has a songwriters circle that
meets at our café to socialize and perform the
second Saturday of each month organized by
a local musician Krista Weaver.
www.kristaweaver.com .

If  anyone is interested in performing or you
want info about upcoming shows, please
contact Dan by email at
songwriters@tastebudds.com .

Nickel Creek bids adieu -- for now

Popular acoustic innovators Nickel Creek are
announcing the “Farewell (For Now) Tour”
before they begin an indefinite hiatus as a
band. The 2007 tour will have spring,
summer and fall legs, and a number of
musicians they have collaborated with
throughout their career wil l make
appearances. The Grammy-winning band
announced their forthcoming break via
Billboard last year as to give their fervent
fanbase a chance to see them again.

continued on page 6

warned "You're always showing your curls
about, but I'm the guy who sraightens them
out."

If all this wasn't good news enough, Three will
be followed by a fourth CD in 2007. Kip and
Teddy--and now Matt--keep cranking out
some of the best old-time, string band music
this side of The Great Depression.  With
three "in the can" and a fourth on the way,
their fans have a lot to look forward to.

The band's product is equally outstanding in
recorded form, as Three proves, or the live
offering, as I've seen at Club Helsinki, Grey
Fox, Cathonic Clash Coffeehouse, The
Rosendale Cafe, or opening for Doc Watson
in a large auditorium.  I guess I'm a believer.

Do yourself a favor and take a listen, either
live or to Three -- or preferably, both.
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Bruce Molsky at

Rosendale Cafe

The Hudson Valley Bluegrass Association page 5

email:JerryOland@Mac.Com

Mark Morgenstern answered the phone at
the Rosendale Café on a recent Saturday
afternoon.  “Who’s playing tonight?” asked
the caller.   Mark said, “Bruce Molsky.”
The caller had a little trouble with that.
“Just one guy?” he asked.   To which Mark
replied “You only need one Bruce Molsky.”

A sold out Rosendale Café on Saturday, May
20 (2006) hosted a solo concert by Bruce
Molsky.

Molsky, though well known as one of
foremost modern interpreters of traditonal
Appalachian music, brought his fiddle,
banjo, guitar and voice to the café and filled
it with music that stretched far beyond the
American south.  His strength as a
performer comes from a rare combination
of skills:  his creative personal approach to
the music and brilliant technique never
hide his emotional connection to the music
or his devotion to the tradition.

A medley of classic southern mountain
fiddle tunes kicks off the show,  D. Dix
Hollis’s “Walking in the Parlor” followed by
a rollicking, resonant version of “Bucking
Mule.”  It ’s vintage Molsky, taking
something old and familiar and giving it a
new bounce.   Bruce moves immediately to
a wistful Irish song “Green Grow the
Rushes” and a sweet fingerpicked guitar
accompaniment.  After another fiddle tune
medley that concludes with “Forked Deer,”
Bruce reincarnates Sam McGee (former
Uncle Dave Macon sideman and country
music pioneer) for a stride guitar version of
“Johnson City Rag.”

The rest of the first set is a world music
tour,  from an original West African guitar

Ambrose Verdibello
instrumental (“On My Street”) to
Appalachian banjo to Scandinavian fiddle
and back to  Mississippi delta blues guitar
picking (“Fare Thee Well Blues”).  The set
concluded with some bust down fiddling,
the Round Peak North Carolina version of
“Cotton Eyed Joe.”   I look around at all the
desserts being ignored – the audience loves
this guy!

At the break I pick up a copy of  Bruce’s
latest CD, “Soon Be Time” – a doggerel
lyric fragment from an old Tommy Jarrell
tune, “John Brown’s Dream” and a subtle
reminder of Molsky’s musical roots.

A highlight of the second set is a medley of
western Canadian fiddle music including a
couple of pieces from the Metis native
American tradition – a great musical style
that deserves wider listening.  And Bruce
plays it flawlessly.

Bruce stays a little closer to home in the
rest of the second set with American banjo,
fiddle and folk songs bracketing a west
African inspired guitar piece.  Field Ward’s
version of “Bury Me Not on the Lone
Prairie” and the folk standard “Let Go to
Huntin’ are a fine vehicle for Molsky’s
singing style.  Bruce picks up the banjo to
play the aforementioned “John Brown’s
Dream” before grabbing his fiddle to bring
us home.

Fiddle tunes  Uncle Eck Robertson and Ed
Haley wrap up the second set with an
exclamation point and a lingering sense of
the vitality and power of our traditional
music.  Bruce promises to return soon to
the Rosendale Cafe  - make sure you don’t
miss it.

Minor
Accomplishment

Jerry Oland

Minor Accomplishment
Dusty's Hornpipe
Good News
Jerry's Breakdown
Sail Away Ladies
The Memory of Your Smile
Bill Cheatham
Holiday Pickin'
Walk Softly On This

Heart Of Mine
Ferndale
Land of Lincoln
A Hundred Years From Now

NOTE:  The Bruce Molsky article in the previous issue
(Jamboree #43) erroneously had Ambrose Verdibello's
byline.

While 1977 might not seem historic, Jerry
Oland’s reissue CD of his Jerry Oland - Banjo &
Friends LP is a slice of 30-year old Hudson
Valley bluegrass pie. Jerry changed the song
order on the CD, and re-named it after his
instrumental Minor Accomplishment.

Still fresh in spite of the passing of three
decades, Minor Accomplishment mixes gems
from the repertoires of Bill Monroe (Walk Softly
On This Heart of Mine, Land of Lincoln), Flatt &
Scruggs (A Hundred Years From Now), and
Stanley Brothers (Holiday Pickin’), and fiddle
tunes (Sail Away Ladies and Bill Cheatham)
with Oland originals.

The album begins in a minor key with Oland’s
Minor Accomplishment and transitions to Kenny
Baker’s Dusty’s Hornipe.

Much of the recording reflects a free-wheeling
White Brothers/Country Gazette sound.
Perhaps it’s the era, the three-part harmony on
Good News, or monster George Langston’s
flatpicking and Daniel Gifford’s mandolin work
throughout. BTW, both George Langston and
Daniel Gifford grew up in Poughkeepsie, and
graduated from the Poughkeepsie Day School.

Other notable instrumentals include Ferndale
(think Liberty) and in a minor key, Land of
Lincoln. Listen for the banjo/mandolin
harmonies on Ferndale.  Jerry made a field
recording of Land of Lincoln at Bean Blossom in
the early 1970s. Bill Monroe said Land Of
Lincoln had some of the oldest tones of any
tune he’d ever written; it was about Kentucky,
because “Lincoln was borned in Kentucky.”

Don’t be fooled by Jerry’s Breakdown — this is
not Oland’s but country legend Jerry Reed’s
composition. While Reed’s recording did not
include a banjo, Oland’s was inspired by Reed’s
fingerpicking on the guitar.

Fiddler David Kohut shines as well soloing on
the fiddle tunes, as when backing vocals with
long strokes on The Memory of Your Smile and
Walk Softly On This Heart of Mine.

Jerry has long gushed over Ronnie Sutton’s
dobro stylings — and for good reason. Sutton’s
strong slide work is a presence throughout the
recording and adds that fifth solo instrument
that, in my opinion, adds texture to the music. I

like his kickoff, backup and solo on A Hundred
Years From Now, as well as breaks on
Ferndale and Bill Cheatham. Ronnie Sutton
grew up and lived for many years in Krumville,
NY, not far from Woodstock.

Nowadays Jerry plays banjo with Buddy
Merriam & Back Roads. Regulars at HVBA
jams have heard Jerry’s tasty licks and know
he’s one of the Valley’s best. With a listen to
this record we know why — he’s been setting
the bar for over 30 years.

The liner notes by Larry Plover, former owner
of The Last Chance, in Poughkeepsie, nails it
when he says “the album will put people in a
thoughtful frame of mined “and isn’t that what
music is suposed to be about?”

There is nothing minor about this
accomplishment. Rather, it is an early
milestone along Jerry Oland’s musical road.
We’re fortunate that he has dusted off and
reshuffled this 1977 recording now offers it as a
CD for our 21st Century listening pleasure.
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“We wanted to do this in a positive way and
take that last lap before our break. We want
to see our fans one more time, and play with
the musicians that have inspired us over the
years,” said Nickel Creek.

The “Farewell (For Now) Tour” spring dates
begin April 12 in Savannah, GA, and wrap
May 12 in Salt Lake City, UT, with multiple
shows in Texas, Arizona and California,
including Coachella on April 27 and the
inaugural Stagecoach festival on May 5.
Details on the dates can be found on
www.nickelcreek.com. Specifics on the
summer and fall runs will be announced at a
later date.

Just for the record, nothing bad happened to
cause a rift between the band members. There
were no dishes flung, insults or instruments
hurled at one another. It should also be noted
that this year’s tour will wrap a few months
before Nickel Creek turns 20. Mandolinist
Chris Thile points out that he and Sara have
done this since they were eight years old.
Average bands would have hit this point in
their 40s.

Individually, they always explored their craft
via solo projects and collaborations, and the
band hiatus serves that pursuit. Chris Thile
recently released How To Grow A Woman
From The Ground, a collection of bluegrass
originals and inventive takes on covers such
as the first single, “Dead Leaves and the Dirty
Ground” by the White Stripes. Siblings Sean
and Sara Watkins have been continuing their
popular “Watkins Family Hour” in
Hollywood, while individually performing
and writing. Sean’s latest solo effort, Blinders
On, was released in 2006.

Buddy Merriam & Back Roads at Joe Val

Buddy Merriam and Back Roads performed
February 16th on the main stage of the Joe
Val Festival in Framingham, MA in front of

nearly a thousand cheering bluegrass fans.
The band (Buddy Merriam- Mandolin, Ernie
Sykes, Jr.- Bass, Jerry Oland- Banjo, Bob
Harris- Guitar, and Gary Oleyar- Fiddle)
received a standing ovation at the conclusion
of their set.

The next morning Buddy (along with Jerry)
conducted a well received mandolin
workshop. The entire festival was
exceptionally well run and enjoyed by a
capacity crowd. The Boston Bluegrass Union
won the award for the best winter in-door
bluegrass festival at last  year’s IBMA, and I
wouldn’t be surprised to see them win it again
this year for another spectacular event.
Congratulations BBU!

Download The Barnstormers

Three songs from the great CD by James
Reams, Walter Hensley & The Barons of
Bluegrass are being offered for free on
Downloads.com. Here’s how to get the songs:

Go to www.download.com and search for
Reams (make sure the tab is “Music” or
“Artist” and not “Software” or any other).

You’ll find thr ee songs from the album that
you can download and listen to on your
computer, burn to a CD, put on your iPod.

Listen to it! Rate it! Write a review! Tell your
friends!

And coming soon... a couple of fr ee
downloads from James Reams & The
Barnstormers’ CD, Troubled Times, as well
as a song or two from earlier CDs by the
Barnstormers and the Barons ... maybe even
some songs off that first (and long-out-of-
print) CD by James called Kentucky Songbird.

Banjo Dan & Mid-Nite Plowboys

Banjo Dan’s latest and last volume of original
Vermont songs, “Mystery and Memories,” has

Hot Rize?) Pete Wernick is bringing a
"Bluegrass Jam Camp" to Copake July 16-19
as a prelude to Grey Fox.

The camp combines classroom and
individual instruction by an experienced,
understanding teacher.

Students are grouped with others according
to experience, and do a lot of jamming,
sometimes guided, sometimes on your own!

Pete’s inventive new teaching method focuses
on the student’s desire to play music in a
social context. His emphasis is to address the
general lack of this type of learning situation,
and these camps have been launching
beginning jammers everywhere.

The only requirements: you must be able to
tune your instrument (electronic tuning
devices welcome) and change smoothly
between G, C, D, and A. Fast playing is not
expected, nor is the ability to solo required

Once immersed in the camp you will learn
how to follow chords to new songs and play
along comfortably, the basics of simple
soloing— even when you don’t know the
song, and standard jam procedure and
etiquette.

You can learn all about Dr. Banjo's Bluegrass
Jam Camps at www.drbanjo.com.

will be an opening reception on Saturday,
March 31, from 5-8pm.  This solo show will
feature recent oil paintings, watercolors and
paper collages of the New Paltz area and the
Shawangunk Mountains.  The Upstairs
Gallery/Rosner Soaps is located at 5 North
Front Street in New Paltz.  Hours are Wed –
Sun 12-5PM.  For more information call
(845) 255-2610 or (845) 469-5931.

Bluegrass "Jamming" Cruise

Joyce Cabe asked us to spread the word about
a 1st Annual Bluegrass Jamming Cruise on
Carnival Cruise Line's Victory May 28-June
2.  Places for 100 bluegrass musicians/fans
have been reserved on the boat.  Instrumnent
workshops,  jamming,  and other bluegrass-
related programming will be provided.

More information is available at
www.jammingcruise.com

Homespun sale

Homespun Tapes has posted its annual
"March Sale" prices are now posted on our
website. For March month only, most of their
DVDs, CDs and other instructional products
have been greatly reduced, with savings
ranging from 20 - 50%.

This sale ends on April 2, so go to their website
http://www .homespun.com and get your
order in as soon as possible. Whether you’re
a total beginner, an intermediate player or a
professional performer, our jam-packed,
information-filled lessons will help you hone
your skills, build your repertoire, improve
your musicianship and see immediate results
in your musical skills.

Pete Wernick's Bluegrass Jam Camp Comes
to Copake

Slow Jammers, "closet pickers," and others
learning to play a bluegrass instruments,
listen up!  Bluegrass legend (you've heard of www.hvbluegrass.org
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HVBA Jam Sessions

2nd & 4th Wednesdays
of each month
Pirate Canoe Club, Po'keepsie, NY
Slow Jam starts at 6PM
Jam ends at 10 PM

$3 admission

(845) 691-6784 for more info

been selected by the state’s leading
newspaper, the Times-Argus, as “Best Album
of 2006.” The Sky Blue Boys’ debut CD,
“Music in the Air,” is also winning kudos and
enjoying strong airplay around New England.

As usual, certain Plowboys who shall remain
nameless are shamelessly soaking up the
tropical sun or, worse yet, ambitiously
pursuing their day jobs during these cold
months. On a happier note, the boys are
working up some fine new songs and looking
forward to another summer delivering great
bluegrass from the heart of Vermont.

Pete Seeger contribution to Bluegrass

Walter Castle reported that Pete Seeger has
had a very nice tribute website made about
him -- www.peteseeger.net.

Most people don't associate Pete Seeger with
Bluegrass.  His local ties and international
recognition override his musical style, which
is more in the folk genre.

Would we be able to enjoy the Hudson River
as we do if not for Pete's vision?  How many
Bluegrass banjo players got their start with
his book How to Play the 5-String Banjo?
Does his frailing style define him as folk or
old time only? Many institutions and music
styles have recognized Pete Seeger as a
seminal figure in their history.  Bluegrass
should recognize his contribution to our
genre as well.

Apple Blossom Time

Suzy Arnowitz r eminded us about the
upcoming Apple Blossom Music Festival on
May 19 and May 20  from noon to 5PM. This
festival celebrates bluegrass and Americana
music in an outdoor orchard setting (rain or
shine).  Tents will be provided for shade.

This year the fest features: Red Molly, Stacy
Earle & Marc Stuart, Kevin & Katie McKrell
with Doug Moody on fiddle, Straight Drive,
The Anarchist Orchestra, McMule, and The
Holmgren Brothers.

Have you experienced "Too Much Fun?"

On March 24, fr om 11AM-2PM HVBA
member Mira Fink’s band, “Too Much Fun”
will be performing a concert at Sharpe
Reservation’s Maple Syrup celebration in
Fishkill, NY.  The festival is open to the general
public and includes nature hikes, vendors, a
maple syrup judging contest and more.
Sharpe Reservation is located at 436 Van
Wyck Lake Road in Fishkill. Call (845) 896-
5910 for more information.

“Too Much Fun” in its most recent
incarnation is a six-piece group of musicians
performing Bluegrass, Old-time and Cajun
music.  There are beautiful vocal harmonies,
mixed with the sounds of guitar, mandolin,
fiddle, accordion, banjo and bass.  Band
members include Jerome Cimino (vocals &
guitar), Sue Wallace (vocals & guitar), Mira
Fink (mandolin & fiddle), Jim Sullivan (vocals,
bass, guitar and banjo) Buddy Wallace (bass),
and Dr. Romo (vocals, accordion, & fiddle).

Mira, Art and Soap

Did you know HVBA member, Mira Fink is
also a visual artist?  She will be exhibiting
her landscape paintings at the Upstairs
Gallery at the Rosner Soap store in New Paltz,
NY from March 31- May 12, 2007.  There

continued on next page

News Briefs
WHO DO YOU KNOW WHO COULD USE A BLUEGRASS JAM CAMP?

Happy Campers

Your camp had an enormous 
impact on this “closet picker”!
I had never played with a group 
before and certainly never with
strangers. Now, I solo pretty
effectively, and frequently.

It was exactly what I needed!
I will now have the courage to take 

my banjo to jam sessions.

“

• You will be jamming the first morning!

• All bluegrass instruments, 
all skill levels welcome. Pete makes it easy!

•ONLY qualifications: Change smoothly 
between G,C,D and A, tune your instrument. 
Slow tempos, soloing not required.

PETE WERNICK ’S BLUEGRASS

JAM CAMP COPAKE, NY

“
“

“

Bluegrass Slow Jam for the Total Beginner
The easiest possible play-along, suitable for a brand
new picker. Only four chords used, G, C, D, A! 
17 songs, with lyric book.

Intermediate Jamming
Medium tempos, two soloing 
opportunities per song!
22 songs, with lyric book.

Classic Hot Rize DVD!
Vintage 1987, featuring Red Knuckles & 
the Trailblazers 57 minutes, 19 musical 
cuts, plus interviews

Top notch 
color and audio 
quality and the 
band at its best.

ORDER FROM 
DRBANJO.COM

PETE’SBESTSELLINGJAMDVDS HOTNEWRELEASE

DRBANJO.COM

JULY 16-19 Mon - Thurs pre- Grey Fox Bluegrass Festival 
(Festival info: greyfoxbluegrass.com)

For camp details/registration and full 
listing of Jam Camps nationwide.
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a timely recollection

Makin'Maple Syrup with Pete Seeger
Walter Castle

Pete stays fit by working in his woods.
He hates exercise, as such. He gathers
and chops wood for his stove and the
Beacon Sloop Club.

Until r ecently he made maple syrup
every spring.  This is the same story
Rick Nestler (actor, folk singer who
wrote The River that Flows Both Ways,
perennial Clearwater first mate and
aspiring captain) told me.

I just got my Mini DV video camera
and was looking for subjects. Making
Maple Syrup seemed to be a good one

and who better to do
it than Pete?  He loves
an audience. This is
one of the reasons
people love to see him
perform or just talk.

I went to Pete’s home
just north of
Breakneck Ridge and
the smaller Sugar
Loaf hill overlooking
a panoramic view of
the Hudson River.

We started off in his
red, electric-powered

pick up truck
with buckets
labelled "A & B"
in the back and
a homemade
wood and metal
tool to open the
lids. It had “do
not lose “
printed on it.

Pete explained
that the A & B
buckets had
tops that did
not fit each
other.  A
hundred feet
down the
driveway we clambered 20 feet
down to a tree with a tap, taking
with us a bucket and the tool. He
emptied the bucket on the tree into
the empty one we took.

Pete remarked that the tree would
give many gallons of sap for over
a hundred years. When we got
into the truck and the next tap we
realized the opening too had been
left at the first tree.

It was not lost. We knew where it
was.

Pete Seeger


